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SUBJECT: - SMITHSONIAN FOLKLIFE FESTIVAL 

REF: - PARAMARIBO 0066 

1 . REFTEL INDICATED GOS WOULD DECIDE BY MID-MARCH ABOUT 
PARTICIPATING IN SMITHSONIAN FESTIVAL. LETTER FROM HOOKS 
TO VAN AMSON (COPY MAILED TO POST) JANUARY 29 REQUESTED 
ACCEPTANCE "AS SOON AS POSSIBLE". 

2. SMITHSONIAN CONTRACTS OFFICE REFUSES TO PERMIT 
CONTRACTING WITH SPONSORS OF POST-FESTIVAL TOUR UNLESS 
WRITTEN ACCEPTANCE HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM FOREIGN 
GOVERNMENT OF SMITHSONIAN'S INVITATION IN PRINCIPLE. 
FURTHERMORE CONTRACTING FOR BLOCK RESERVATIONS AND 
CHARTERING BUSES ALREADY GETTING TIGHT FOR SUMMER 
PERIOD. SMITHSONIAN WOULD THEREFORE BE GRATEFUL FOR 
ANYTHING POST COULD DO TO SPEED UP ACCEPTANCE. TARGET 
DATE IS AS SOON AFTER MARCH FIRST AS POSSIBLE. INGERSOLL 
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